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Manufacturing is 
THE driver of 
US success
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But then…
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China:
Enter the Dragon…
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But the China model
has a… 
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What is the average lifespan of a drone in Ukraine? 
(# of flights + total days)
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Innovation windows shrink and that’s coming 
to hardware
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Not an
accident
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What’s the sequel?
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A lesson from history

▸ The Lionel toy train company started 
producing items for warships, including 
compasses.

▸ Ford Motor Company produced B-24 
Liberator bombers. 

▸ Alcoa, the aluminum company, produced 
airplanes.

▸ The Mattatuck Manufacturing Company, 
which had made upholstery nails, 
switched to making cartridge clips for 
Springfield rifles.

▸ By the end of World War II, half of the 
world's wartime industrial production was 
in the United States. 



16Reindustrialization 
underpins growth
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How the US can have 
manufacturing that is: 
fast, safe, and flexible
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Manufacturing is USAs Most Critical Problem

2.1m
Manufacturing jobs could 
go unfulfilled by 2030.
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Global employment in manufacturing

Humans

Robots
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With the existing base not evenly distributed
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Robots aren’t great at everything…
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Use AI to design the workflow

From AI to execution
Assembly robots to execute it
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Laser Engraving
Stanley Black & Decker

Fastening / Dynamic Assembly
MI Windows and Doors

Fastening
Aperia

Pick and Place / Fastening
Sun Hydrolics
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MIWD case study: 263% ROI

45% instantaneous 
cost savings
Based on a 1:1 human 
for Launchpad scenario
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Launchpad - Assembly Made Easy… 
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Private Sector is Acting

It’s the Year of the Robot. I think there are going to be 
massive fundraising deals for hardware-based 
manufacturing buildout in the United States.
David Frieberg

Apple wants to replace 50% 
of iPhone final assembly line 
workers with automation
Chance Miller
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Defense will 
too…
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$20k/day $140k/day $6M/day

Downtime matters
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Case Study: Cabling

Cable Feed Cut to length Insulation 
Removal RJ45 Crimping Testing & 

Continuity
Labeling & 

Sorting

DigitTool 1 DigitTool 2

Shield & Braid 
Removal Untwisting Pair Straightening

Color Detection 
and Wire 
Location

Color Wiring 
Positioning

Wiring insertion 
into Cavity

Human Operator



32

Together, we will reclaim our nation’s 
destiny as the No. 1 manufacturing 
superpower in the world…
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It took until 1987 for humans to 
properly figure out wheels on a 

suitcase… I’m betting on AI
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